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Outline
• The formation of  seven Regional Carbon Sequestration 

Partnerships 
• The challenges in building public acceptance for carbon 

sequestration
• The Regional Carbon Sequestration Partnerships

– Midwest Regional Carbon Sequestration Partnership 
– An Assessment of Geological Carbon Sequestration Options in the 

Illinois Basin 
– Southeast Regional Carbon Sequestration Partnership 
– Southwest Regional Carbon Sequestration Partnership 
– West Coast Regional Carbon Sequestration Partnership 
– Big Sky Regional Carbon Sequestration Partnership (Big Sky)
– Plains CO2 Reduction Partnership (PCOR Partnership)

• Summary



Background
• August 2003 DOE and NETL named 7 Regional 

Carbon Sequestration Partnerships
• Purpose: to establish the infrastructure for carbon 

sequestration across the country
• Not technology R&D, instead focus on planning for 

and beginning to build infrastructure
• Tasks include sink and source characterization; 

assessment of regulatory policy, technology and 
public acceptance



Issues in Outreach
• Terrestrial sequestration is somewhat familiar 

to the public
• Geologic sequestration is a relatively complex 

story compared to terrestrial and less familiar 
to public 

• Experience from actual field tests/sites not 
completely analogous to partnership mandate

• Field characterization, research and 
demonstration activities sponsored by others 
than Partnerships in progress today, sometimes 
within Partnership regions



Common Activities
• Participation in the Outreach Working Group: 

risk communication workshop, technical 
sessions, exposure to outreach tools/skills

• Effort to establish baseline information on 
regional attitudes and level of awareness

• Initial focus on general education and 
awareness building

• Use of websites and fact sheets



MRCSP
• IN, KY, MI, MD, OH, PA, WV
• Heavy coal use, produces much electric energy, existing 

field test (Mountaineer), low familiarity with sequestration
• Engaged partners to create stakeholder database; initial 

contact thru mailing and website
• Interactive website in Jan 2005, based on fact sheets, 

provides opportunity to offer feedback
• More than 2,660 visitors; 300 copies of fact sheets 

downloaded
• Supplemented with phone calls and briefings
• Phase II – focus groups to provide additional input to help 

in selecting final field tests, use of “bottom up” effort at 
each site working in partnership with host facility staff



MRCSP Website



MGSC
• IL, IN, KY
• Unique – smallest region, single geology (1 basin and 

1 stratigraphic column)
• History of oil production, interest in EOR, 

background familiarity with drilling, mining, gas 
storage in saline formations

• Phase I focus on developing complete technical 
picture in anticipation of questions about mechanics 
and cost

• Large briefings for policymakers and industry
• Phase II focus on specific field tests



MGSC Stratigraphic Column



SECARB
• AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, TX, VA
• Strong reliance on coal for production of energy in 

region
• Used focus group and in-depth interviews to assess 

opinion: some in industry concerned about cost, 
others in public not focused on carbon sequestration, 
fear concerns may not arise until specific field tests 
are identified

• Focus on raising awareness
• Used Carbon Offset Opportunity Program to inform 

stakeholders and potentially facilitate investment in 
projects to reduce GHG emissions

• Phase II – developing teams for each field test



CO-OP



SOUTHWEST

• AZ, CO, KS, NM, OK, TX, UT, WY
• Important oil and gas region, strong interest in EOR, 

basic infrastructure in place to support
• Used Mediated Modeling to develop model of carbon 

sequestration to be used in planning, education and 
selecting field tests

• Used online Town Hall meetings to provide access, 
opportunity for interaction across region

• Faced challenge in getting participants from 
environmental community



Mediated Modeling



WESTCARB

• AK, AZ, CA, NV, OR, WA
• Recognition of need for expanded energy supplies 

and reliance on auto transportation somewhat at odds 
with environmental ethic

• Focus on 2-way communication – kick-off and Town 
Hall meetings

• Target audiences and contact lists established 
WESTCARB director interviewed on TechTV

• Characterization results publicly available via GIS 
web tool 

• Links to regional efforts: WGA and West Coast 
Governors, CA Climate Registry



WESTCARB’s Carbon Atlas



Big Sky
• ID, MT, SD, WY
• Although large area, a “small community” at heart
• Major focus on leveraging work of others through 

partnerships and joint initiatives
• Hosted series of roundtable discussions of the energy 

future in the region; gained insight and built 
stakeholder network

• Conducted about 40 briefings and 2 tribal workshops 
to raise awareness and engage the public

• Helped to establish the National Carbon Offset 
Coalition – a market based conservation program to 
facilitate investment in terrestrial sequestration and 
improved land management activities



NCOC



PCOR Partnership
• IS, MO, MN, ND, NE, MT, SD, WI, WY
• Home to one of the world’s major value added anthropogenic 

CO2 oilfield flooding operation at Weyburn Field 
• Focus on raising awareness for the general public as well as 

key groups
• Significant coal, oil, gas, and hydro industry and emerging 

biomass and wind energy development
• Some differences in CO2 priorities between U.S. and 

Canadian portions of the region
• Focus Groups held to test outreach materials
• Outreach materials include fact sheets, web site, newspaper 

articles and 30-minute video co-produced with Prairie Public 
Television (May 12, 2005 broadcast date) 



PCOR Partnership Video 



SUMMARY
• Common elements include fact sheets, websites and 

briefings
• Additional activities include interactive websites, 

access to technical information, mediated modeling 
and online meeting techniques, focus group 
interviews and roundtable discussions, links to 
market based programs and video materials.

• Moving from opinion assessment and general 
awareness building to targeted activities tied to field 
tests




